by SarahHill

Jimvmie Austin OU Golf Clyb his recently sumed some bragging rights, Tojust nabbed
the honor of being the frst collegiare gulf course ever selecred for the ULS. Amuareur
Public Links Championship. That's righe The Utiited States Golli Association: named [im-
mie Austin Golf Cluby in Norman, Oklaboma, as the 20“" host har the prestigious Public
Links Championship. The wurnament will be held July 13-18, 2009, Although chir may

scenn Far sy, the buze and excivemeny around Jinimie Anslm Goll Club Is well deserved.

e ULS, Agmatenr Public Links Championship attraces the mation's top anateur golters
for competition.

“The next Tiger Woods might be playing in Norman.” said [P Audas, Associate Vice
Presideny for University Development.

[F you're nor impressed yer, this year's Master'’s champion, Trevor Immelntin, wus 2 Pub
Links Champion, So was his final round playing passen Brandt Snedeker. Other win-
ners include Billy Mayfain Michelle Wie, Chez Reavie, and OLTs Funter Haas, one vear
before he turned professional.

“Its a big deal” said Haas.

Winning the Public Links Chunipionship usually meis an fuvitation to compere in
Augusta, Georgls, forthe nexe year’s Masrers Tournament

The Public Dinks championship streed in 1922 for amarenrs with na playing privileges
on private courses. Golfers can only participate if they're not a mentber of a privare club.
The Public Links Championship isstill only held on public golf courses,

The rourmament stared with only 140 ertrants, It
peached i high of 6,300 1998, and had 3,629 con-
testants in 2008,

Criteria for entey are oteen compared 1 thar of the
LES: Amateur. There is no age limir, and basically any-
une wha has ever catned a dollar from the golb industry
is ineligible, Players must also have ¢ USGA handicap
index thar doesn't excead 3 4.4

“Theyre very similiur, The Pub Links is like the
younger brother.” said [aas.

Like all ocher USGA championships. the ariginal
entrwy e reduced by meuns of gitlifying rotirns-

[he current
course at Jim-
mie Austin (as
shown at |'i;||[.‘
will almost
certainly be
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difficuley as the |
Public Links |

Championship |

/

draws closer.




HUGE

course, the
and t

OMPLIME

versi
ecd

Hunter Haas (1999)
Fort Worth, Texas
University of Oklahoma
Current Earnings: $1,258,092

Brandt Snedeker (2003)
Nashville, Tennessee
Vanderbilt University
Current Earnings: $4,984,594
**Tied for 3rd in 2008
Masters

Trevor Immelman (1998)
Cape Town, South Africa
Current Earnings:
$13,585,384
**Won 2008 Masters
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Want to stay downtown for OU/TX Weekend?

Stay at the OU Alumni Association’s downtown hotel, the
Westin City Center! The OU Alumni Association has a special
rate of $199.00 per night (plus tax) for alumni and friends
who would like to stay in downtown Dallas. The Westin City
Center is on Pearl Street located next to the DART light rail
station for convenient transportation to the game.

To make a reservation, please call (214) 979-9000 and ask
for the OU Alumni Association rate or book online at
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/.






